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It is the embodiment of savage, nihilistic patriotism, feed-
ing on lies, slander, and deceit, the party of savage and
cowardly despair, devoid of the manly and clear-eyed spirit
of creativeness. The bulk of the party is dark-minded and
ignorant, the leaders are unhanged villains, among whom
there are some titled noblemen and a number of secret sym-
pathizers recruited from the courtiers. Their welfare is
made secure by the reign of lawlessness, and their motto
is: "Not we for the people, but the people for the good
of our bellies." It should be pointed out, however, that the
"Black Hundred" leaders, be they secret or patent, consti-
tute a negligible minority of Russian nobility. They are its-
outcasts feeding on the crumbs, rich crumbs indeed, which
fall from the Czar's table. And the poor misguided Em-
peror dreams of restoring Russia's grandeur with the aid of
this party! Poor Emperor!
la this connection I recall the Emperor's shameful tele-
gram to that notorious sharper, Dubrovin, the president of
the Russian People's Union (a "Black Hundred" organiza-
tion), dated June 3, 1907. In this most gracious dispatch,
His Majesty expressed his approval of Dubrovin's actions
in his capacity of president of the Russian People's Union
and assured him that in the future, too, he would lean upon
that band of cut-throats. This telegram, coupled with the
manifesto which dissolved the Second Duma, revealed all
the poverty of this autocratic Emperor's political thought
and the morbidity of his mind.
Alexander III was a very thrifty ruler. Throughout his
reign the budget of the Ministry of the Court remained
stationary. With the ascension of Nicholas II to the throne
that budget began rapidly to increase. According to the
law, the budget was to be fixed by the Imperial Council in
the regular way. But in practice the estimate was the result
of an understanding between the Minister of the Court
and the Minister of Finances, and the figure thus arrived at